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Insider’s Guide to Doing Business in 

Myanmar- A Legal Perspective
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Evaluating Land Use Options and 

Importance of Land Due 

Diligence
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Who owns land in Myanmar?
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Types of land
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What is Permit status of land
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Grant status
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Lease of Immovable Property  by 

Foreigner
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Issues in Right to Use Land
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Protect your Investment
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Important Considerations in 

Company Formation Procedure
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Company objectives
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Vetting of objectives
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Recording your Capital 

Contribution via Bank Transfer
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Instruct remitting 
bank to transfer 
USD 25,000 +bank 
charges

Ensure bank 
charges are settled 
by remitting bank. 
Amount should be 
near exact amount.

Bank remittance slip 
should state “ For 
Paid Up Capital of 
ABC Co. Ltd”



Recording Cash Deposit as 

Capital Contribution
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Declare cash at 
Yangon International 
Airport by submitting 
Customs Form.

Request for and fill in 
Foreign Exchange 
Declaration (FED) form 
at the airport before 
leaving the customs 
checkpoint. Mention for 
“Paid up capital of 
ABC Co. Ltd.”

Get the FED form 
stamped and carry 
with you to your local 
Myanmar bank and 
deposit the form along 
with cash.



Foreign Exchange Declaration Form
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Intellectual Property Protection 

in Myanmar
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Trademark

 There is no Trademark Law

 There is no official trademark search facility or 

database

 Record the trademarks under Registration Act
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Features of draft Trademark Law

 Currently in its 10th Draft

 Multi-class applications will be allowed

 First to file system to be introduced

 Within 3 years from the date on which the law will be 

enacted; those registered under Registration Act 

should apply under the new law
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Copyright
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 Currently, the protection of the original literary,

artistic, musical and dramatic works by the 1914

Copyright Act.

 Foreign works are not recognized by Myanmar’s

Copyright Act. This is because current copyright

protection is given to works created by Myanmar

nationals and/or works first published in Myanmar.



Patent
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 There has Patents and Designs (Emergency Provisions)

Act of 1946, but it is not applicable in Myanmar. The

rights of parties that set up rival claims to the

ownership of a patent are determined in accordance

with the principles of common law.

http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/details.jsp?id=6177


Protect your IP- Recordal system

File 
Declaration 
at Registry 
of Deeds & 
Assurances

Recordal
Certificate 

issued

Publish 
Cautionary 

Notice
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Current Draft of IP Laws
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Brief Update of New Laws 

Investor Perspective
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Media Law 2014
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Media Law
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Electricity Law 2014
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Electricity Law 2014
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Competition Law 2015
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Myanmar Competition Law
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Myanmar Competition Law



Exceptions 
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Consumer Protection Law 2014
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Consumer Protection Law 2014
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New Issues from Central Bank Of Myanmar
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Thilawa Special Economic Zone
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Instruction No. 02/2015: Instruction on the Scope of 

“Trading” Activities Permitted for Investors in the Thilawa

Special Economic Zone

Activities Permitted for Investors in the SEZ

Business in the Free Zone (Free Zone Business)

Own Products Other Products

Export or Sale 

(manufactured in/by Free 

Zone/Businesses)

Permitted:

(i) For export to overseas market

(ii) Sale to Promotion Zone, Other Businesses, Outside SEZ but:

a. Shall be limited to wholesale

b. Shall not include specified products

c. Shall be subject to a limit of maximum 25% of total value of Investor’s annual 

sales. 

Import, Storage and Re-

export (not manufactured 

in SEZ)

Permitted if investor establishes his own warehouse at its own lot in the SEZ.

Import, Storage and Sale 

(not manufactured in the 

SEZ to Promotion Zone, 

Other Business or outside 

the SEZ)

Permitted if investor establishes his own warehouse at its own lot in the SEZ but:

a. Shall be limited to wholesale

b. Shall not include specified products

c. Shall be subject to a limit of maximum 25% of total value of Investor’s annual sales.
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Business in Promotion Zone/Other Business

Own Products (excluding specified 

products)

Other Products (excluding specified 

products)

Locally Procured Products

Import, wholesale* and/or retail 

within SEZ

Permitted if:

(i) Any of the value adding 

activities or services shall be 

provided at its own lot in the 

SEZ;

(ii) Amount to be invested, 

including the costs of the 

factory building but excluding 

costs for the land at its own lot 

in the SEZ, for providing the 

value adding activities or 

services shall not be less than 

USD 2 million; and

(iii) An Investor establishes its own 

warehouse at its own lot in the 

SEZ.

Permitted if:

(i) An investor shall have an official 

agency or distributorship 

relationship with the manufacturers 

of the Other Products and is 

certified as such;

(ii) An investor, its Parent Company, or 

any group Company, has a minimum 

of 10 years of experience in 

international trading business with a 

minimum 3 years average annual 

consolidated sales amount of at 

least USD 500 million and an 

established business in at least 5 

countries;

(iii) An Investor, its Parent Company, or 

any Group Company has a minimum 

paid-up capital of at least USD 25 

million;

(iv) Any of the value adding activities or 

services shall be provided in the 

SEZ;

(v) Amount to be invested for providing 

the value adding activities or 

services shall not be less than USD 3 

million

(vi) An investor must establish its own 

warehouse at its own lot in the SEZ. 38



Import and Retail to outside 

SEZ

Not Permitted

Wholesale* Within SEZ Outside SEZ

Permitted Permitted for 

products that 

exclude 

agricultural, 

fishery, 

precious gems 

and mineral 

products. 

Retail Permitted Not Permitted

Export of products 

manufactured in the 

Promotion  Zone

Permitted

Miscellaneous

* For wholesale activities above, the investor in the SEZ may set up its facilities, including sale offices outside the SEZ, if it 

leases the land for a lease term of one year or less. 

Note: 

(1) If the products to be sold or distributed inside SEZ and/or in the Domestic Tariff Area outside the SEZ

require license or registration for sale or distribution as per the relevant laws, rules, regulations, directives, 

instructions of relevant ministries, they shall not be sold or distributed outside the SEZ until such necessary 

license is acquired or registration is done.

(2) Permitted trading activities in relation to specified products shall be separately stipulated by the 

Management Committee. 
39
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