Thailand expands business opportunities with Myanmar through MICE

On 16 February 2016, the Thailand Convention and Exhibition Bureau (TCEB)
organized the “Thailand MICE Roadshow: Myanmar 2016,” at Sedona Hotel Yangon.

The Roadshow reflects the importance that the Royal Thai Government gives to
Thailand’s relations with neighboring countries, increased collaboration through
people-to-people exchanges, as well as the expansion of business opportunities through
the MICE industry. Mr. Nopparat Maythaveekulchai, President of TCEB, expressed
TCEB’s support for increasing regional connections and promoting the MICE industry
in ASEAN. Moreover, he also promoted Thailand as a strong MICE destination, due to
Thailand’s strong infrastructure and professional services.

In addition, Mr. Chainarong Keratiyutwong, Minister of the Royal Thai
Embassy in Yangon, delivered the opening speech, highlighting Thailand as one of the
world’s best tourist destinations and world-class MICE destination. Thailand is now
equipped with additional facilities and a stimulus policy to attract visitors, including
the visa exemption scheme between Thailand and Myanmar since last August.
Moreover, Mr. Keratiyutwong also recognized Myanmar’s potential as a new regional
growth engine, which requires MICE services to respond to its growing business
needs. In this regard, Thailand, as a close neighboring country, with close cultural
linkages to Myanmar, popular tourist attractions, and superb MICE facilities, supports
shared business opportunities with Myanmar through MICE.

< -

This is TCEB’s fourth MICE Roadshow in Myanmar, following from the
success of their previous Roadshows over the past three years, and the recognition of
Thailand and Myanmar’s shared business opportunities with the launch of the ASEAN
Community, the strategic location as a gateway to the ASEAN Economic Community
(AEC) and increased connectivity within the region. Participants from Thailand
included representatives from 20 agencies, representing hotels, travel agencies,
conference and exhibition halls, event organizers/management companies, and airlines,
as well as representatives from four major MICE cities: Chiang Mai, Pattaya, Phuket,
and Khon Kaen.
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